
Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) Assistance 

Through the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP), Nebraska NRCS is offering 
two special initiatives to producers impacted 
by the Bomb Cyclone blizzard and subsequent 
flooding. EQIP is providing financial and 
technical assistance to agricultural producers 
through the Livestock Mortality Initiative to help 
properly dispose of dead livestock. EQIP is 
also providing assistance through the Cover 
Crops for Disaster Recovery Initiative to 
plant cover crops on cropland damaged from 
flooding.

Livestock Mortality Initiative: 
This assistance was made available on March 
21. Applications for this initiative are accepted 
on a continuous basis with two application 
cutoff dates for ranking and contract approval. 
The initial application cutoff date was April 
5. The second cutoff date was May 1. 
To accommodate producers still needing 
assistance, a third application cutoff date of 
July 1 was announced last week with a ranking 
deadline of July 12. 
 
As of May 8, Nebraska NRCS has received 32 
Livestock Mortality Initiative EQIP applications 
involving 1,699 head of livestock. This head 
count includes 1,181 cattle, 12 sheep, 3 goats, 
and 3 swine. There are currently 18 contracts 
obligated for $80,919. The remaining 14 
applications with cost estimates for $54,363 
are being prepared for contracts. The total 
request for funds, including active contracts 
and remaining applications equals $135,282. 
Early start waivers have been approved and 
NRCS continues to work through the obligation 
process as timely as possible to facilitate the 
carcass removal needs of our impacted USDA 
participants. 

Cover Crops for Disaster Assistance 
Initiative:
This assistance was made available on 
April 17. Nebraska NRCS currently has 10 
applications in eligible or pending status under 
the Cover Crops for Disaster Assistance 
Initiative totaling $8,057. This initiative will 
address soil erosion and/or water quality 
resource concerns resulting directly from 
March 2019 severe weather damage on 
eligible cropland acres. The most significant 
impacts to cropland include extreme wet 
conditions, sand deposition and scouring. 

Applications for this initiative will be accepted 
on a continuous basis with two application 
cutoff dates for ranking and contract approval. 
The initial application cutoff date is May 17, 
with a ranking deadline of May 31. The second 
cutoff date is June 21, with a ranking deadline 
of July 12.

Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP) Assistance

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
is administered by USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency. Nebraska NRCS is providing technical 
assistance to three of the five emergency 
practices available under the ECP Program:  
EC-2 grading and shaping of land damaged 
by the flood, EC-4 repair to structural practices 
such as terraces, waterways, and stock ponds, 
and EC-8 repairs to field windbreaks.

As of May 8, NRCS has received a total of 501 
ECP applications referrals from FSA. NRCS 
has provided technical assistance on 235 of 
the referrals and returned them to FSA, and  
determined another 106 applications can be 
addressed more efficiently under the EC-1 
practice of debris removal. The remaining 
160 ECP applications are being worked on at 
NRCS.  

Nebraska 
NRCS Disaster 
Recovery 
Response
Nebraska NRCS 
has been working 
with state and 
federal agencies to 
assist agricultural 
producers impacted 
by the “bomb cyclone” 
and flooding that 
occurred on March 
14, 2019. Nebraska 
NRCS’ response has 
consisted of three 
main programs: 

• The 
Environmental 
Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP)

• The Emergency 
Conservation 
Program (ECP)

• The Emergency 
Watershed 
Protection 
Program (EWP)

This report provides 
an update on the 
extent of recovery 
work underway, and 
the progress being 
accomplished.

Nebraska NRCS Disaster 
Response Report 
May 8, 2019



Cultural Resources Evaluation Process on ECP 
Applications
On April 24, 2019, NRCS expanded its role in 
environmental compliance activities by having field 
personnel look for the presence or absence of cultural 
resources in the field. This change was made to help 
expedite the cultural review and clearance process at the 
Nebraska State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO). 
Without the additional cultural resources information 
provided by NRCS personnel site visits, the SHPO office 
was having difficulty determining if cultural resources 
existed in the field. This would have likely resulted in 
extending the time needed for SHPO to get a response 
back to FSA so repair work could begin in the field. 

As of this week, NRCS Cultural Resource Specialists have 
processed 180 ECP applications that could potentially 
overlap with cultural resources. The information regarding 
the presence or absence of cultural resources was 
provided to the local NRCS field office for them to provide 
to FSA. Approximately 40 ECP applications reported 
archaeological sites may overlap with these project areas. 
FSA will take these projects to the Nebraska SHPO to 
consult on further actions along with all others that have a 
potential to effect historic properties.  

Nebraska NRCS has reached out to other states for 
assistance in cultural resources evaluations. At this time 
it appears archaeologists in Colorado, California, and the 
Federal Preservation Officer will provide support part time 
from their current locations on ECP. We are coordinating 
with FSA via teleconferences on ECP progress twice a 
week and also with FSA and the SHPO twice a week.

* See the enclosed table on pages 3-5 for data on the 
number of applications received by office location and their 
status. Note that 75 ECP applications are not currently 
accessible due to damages caused by the floods.

Emergency Watershed Protection Program 
(EWP) Assistance 

All potential EWP Program sponsors, from whom we have 
received a letter of EWP assistance request have also 
submitted an application to the FEMA Individual Assistance 
Request (IAR) portal. Our assumption is FEMA will send 
sponsors to NRCS if their respective projects are eligible 
for EWP Program assistance, but most sponsors want 
to see what is being offered by FEMA prior to making a 
commitment to NRCS.

The bulk of the potential EWP Program projects that we 
have received and reviewed typically have included:

1. Log Jams and or vegetative debris that is blocking 
natural water courses and potentially creating risk to 
public roads, culverts, bridges, etc.

2. Streambank stabilization erosion issues that are 
jeopardizing roads and bridges and other forms of 
public infrastructure

3. Road crossing at channel; many Nebraska bridges 
experienced sever scouring and erosion in and 
around bridges and road culverts. Many of these 
potential sites will include the need for riprap 
armoring and other forms of stabilization to ensure 
future events do not completely destroy the public 
infrastructure.

4. To a lesser degree, we have had some interest in 
EWP assistance for levee repairs and drainage 
ditches sediment/sand removal. For the levee 
situation we have been promoting consideration of 
EWP-Flood Plain Easements. For drainage ditches 
we have found most to be operation and maintenance 
issues that existed prior to the disaster event.

Nebraska NRCS has made and continues to correspond 
with potential sponsors related to EWP Program 
assistance and the need to submit a letter or request to 
receive assistance. NRCS will accept requests of EWP 
assistance through May 20, 2019, which is 60 days 
after the date of the natural disaster occurrence. A press 
release was sent out to statewide media and conservation 
partners announcing this cutoff date. Letters for EWP 
assistance requests received after this date will need to 
be evaluated in accordance with EWP Program manual 
policy.

EWP Flood Plain Easement Inquiries
Nebraska NRCS has received 34 inquiries about 
the EWP-FPE Program with 10 of these people 
signing applications for the EWP-FPE program. An 
estimated $11,359,987 is the costs for land purchases, 
restorations and administrative costs associated with 
these easements. We have had inquiries for land on the 
Missouri River, Bazile Creek, Verdigre Creek, Niobrara 
River, Loup River, Elkhorn River and the Platte River.

*Please see the attached spreadsheet on page 6 showing  
a list of EWP sponsors and number of sites.   

More Information

Nebraska NRCS is continuously updating its website with 
resources available to for those impacted by the Bomb 
Cyclone and subsequent flooding. This information is 
updated as more programs and information becomes 
available. https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/
main/ne/programs/financial/ewp/.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ne/programs/financial/ewp/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ne/programs/financial/ewp/
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