
 

 
 
 
 
 

October 5, 2022 
 
Matthew Nelson 
Chair 
Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities 
1 South Station 
5th Floor 
Boston, MA 02110 
 
 
Dear Mr. Nelson:   
 
I invite you to appear before the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs’ 
Subcommittee on Economic Policy to testify at a hearing entitled “Economic Impacts of 
Inadequate Transit Maintenance and Oversight: Examining Management Failures at the 
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority and the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Utilities.” As Chair of the Economic Policy Subcommittee, I will preside over the hearing.  
 
The hearing is scheduled to take place on Friday, October 14, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. at:  
 
JFK Federal Building  
Room 900A  
15 New Sudbury Street  
Boston, MA 02203  
 
Public transportation is an essential service that directly influences economic growth and access 
to employment in Boston and other major U.S. cities, key issues for the Subcommittee on 
Economic Policy. This hearing will examine the T’s failures to keep passengers safe and provide 
reliable service, and the urgent need to increase transparency and accountability at the T and the 
Department of Public Utilities (DPU). Additionally, the hearing will emphasize the benefits of 
electrification as a long-term solution to improve reliability and safety of public transit, promote 
economic development and social justice, and mitigate the impacts of climate change.    
 
I believe that your role as Chair of the DPU will provide important insight into these failures at 
the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA). In 2021 and 2022, the MBTA 
experienced several serious rail incidents. These include: 
 

• A collision on the Green Line that injured 27 people (July 30, 2021); 
• A derailment on the Red Line that hit the platform with 47 passengers on board 

(September 24, 2021); 
• A derailment on the Red Line at Broadway Station that resulted in property damage 

(September 28, 2021);  






